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MINISTER FOR HEALTH — CHIEF OF STAFF — BULLYING ALLEGATIONS 

78. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
(1) Does the Premier agree that the formal complaint he received regarding bullying in the office of the 

Deputy Premier highlights that his personal media adviser, Mr Daniel Pastorelli, and his friend the 
director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Mr Darren Foster, were aware of the 
complaint on 3 November? 

(2) Does the Premier agree that the director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Mr Foster, 
was involved in the sacking on 8 November of the female staff member who had been the victim of 
bullying and harassment? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I read out an answer yesterday in which I set out my knowledge of these matters. I am advised that the 

formal complaint was received on 21 November 2017, which was a letter — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: That’s not the question. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I will make that decision. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was a letter that was received by my office. It was forwarded to the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet at that time. I am also advised that two or three weeks earlier or what have you, the 
employment of the media adviser in question ceased. The complaint arrived after that time. That is the course of 
events that occurred. The opposition is clearly trying to create an issue out of the due and proper process that we 
have put in place. Let us compare the proper process that we have put in place with some of the actions of members 
of the Liberal Party when in government. Does anyone remember Troy Buswell? Let us talk about bullying. What 
did Troy Buswell do? He undid women’s bras without their permission. He goosed a member of this chamber, 
standing right there. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: What did you say? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I said it was appalling and the member for Scarborough defended him. The Liberal Party 
made him the Leader of the Opposition. He did all this. The most embarrassing thing was the performance in 
relation to a chair involving a staff member of the then Leader of the Opposition. I cannot even repeat what 
occurred, it was so embarrassing and so disgraceful. Consequent to all of that coming out, what did the 
Liberal Party do? It made him the leader. It had a barbeque around Muhammad Ali’s house and made him the 
leader. Honestly, the hide of opposition members to come in here and claim the moral high ground on these issues! 
Do not worry, when the matter of public interest comes on, I have a lot more examples where that came from. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: What are you trying to cover up? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Honestly! When is the Leader of the Opposition going to apologise? He should apologise 
for losing the state $40 billion. When is he going to apologise for that? That is the big issue. Proper process was 
followed. The director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet launched an investigation consequent 
to the complaint. That is how it should be. 
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